
 
Scaffolding Instruction 
Scaffolding refers to a method of instruction that breaks learning objectives into smaller, more manageable 
steps and provides instructor support during the entire learning process. This step-by-step teaching process 
helps achieve a more supportive learning environment for students and allows for more incentive for students to 
take a front-row seat in their own learning. Students assume a share of the learning responsibility through 
scaffoldings because advancing to the next step of the scaffold requires them to actively move beyond their 
current level of knowledge. After the completion of each step, the scaffolding fades away and the responsibility 
of learning transitions from the teacher to the student. 
 
HOW TO USE: 
1. Instructor – The instructor provides an example for how to perform a certain task. Typically, this is the first 

task in the scaffolded lesson.  
2. Class – The class then works with instructor and each other to perform the same task for their own version of 

the assignment. Students may freely ask questions to the teacher or get specific with certain details.  
3. Group – Several Collaborative teams work together to ensure all members are successful in the completion 

of the next task in the assignment. Again, students are able to freely question the instructor about specific 
items in a judgement free zone.  

4. Individual – This is where students begin to break off and start solving the rest of the problem by 
themselves. They participate in the “individual practice” portion of the lesson plan and demonstrate task 
mastery. 

 
WHEN TO USE: 
1. Student(s) not able to understand a particular task or concept 
2. Producing a complex assignment that students may not have sufficient experience with 
3. Assignments that deal with complex ideas 
4. Assignments focused on specific issues 
5. Using real-life applications to solve problems 
 
VARIATIONS: 
1. Differentiation – By varying the content, process, product, and learning environment, students are able to 

receive individualized instruction to help them to learn at their own level and in their own way. This allows 
the teacher to take the time to meet the needs of diverse students, regardless of their abilities, without 
neglecting any other students.  

2. Reciprocal Teaching – Students work collaboratively with one student being the “teacher” and asking 
questions to get students predicting, questioning, summarizing, and clarifying material to each other. 
Reciprocal teaching is considered to be a specialized strategy of scaffolded instruction, typically used in 
place of the third step mentioned above. 

3. Pause, Ask Questions, Pause, Review (PAPR) – PAPR is a strategy employed by teachers to grasp 
understanding of a difficult new concept introduced in class. It is achieved by introducing a new idea, 
pausing for a bit to give think time about the concept or text, reaching out to students with a specific and 
open ended question about the material just learned, giving another pause to allow for think time, then call on 
a certain student to give the answer, then have a student recap what was material was addressed during the 
lesson.  


