
Music/Songs 
Music can be a very powerful tool when used correctly in a learning environment. Music has 
been shown to improve concentration and memory, bring students together, provide motivation 
or relaxation, and make learning easier and more fun. All of these are great reasons why music 
should be integrated into the classroom. Everyone has a favorite song they can identify, and 
music has an innate ability to be unforgettable. This lingering quality is what makes it a great 
learning tool. Music can allow teachers to present ideas in a format that is very easily 
remembered for years to come. 
 
HOW TO USE:  
1. Listen – Teacher plays a song or excerpts of songs for students 
2. Analyze – Students work in groups to analyze the song(s), identify patterns and words that 

they recognize and attempt to piece together meaning. 
3. Discuss – The class and teacher join together in a discussion about the music and attempts to 

develop students’ understanding of the language and meaning behind songs. 
 
WHEN TO USE:  
1. Introduction of a new theme or idea in the classroom 
2. Changing the mood in a stagnant classroom 
3. Background music to help improve memory during review sessions 
4. Break the ice in a classroom where students might have difficulty communicating otherwise 
5. Teach language concepts such as rhyme, intonation, connotation, etc. 
 
VARIATIONS:  
1. Video and Films – Video and films are used to help introduce students to ideas about current 

and past culture, vocabulary, and linguistics. Videos can also provide examples of what is 
expected of a certain assignment. Films are videos are a huge part of current culture and 
something that is easily available and easy to get students excited about.  

2. Chants – Chants can be used to reinforce concepts of rhythm and rhyme. They can be 
especially useful for learning problematic sentence structure and forms. They are usually led 
by one or two individuals and the rest of the class repeats.  

3. Roleplay – Students act out scenes in character to help solidify new words and ideas. 
Roleplay reinforces the use of English in real-life scenarios and can help prepare for using the 
language outside of the classroom. 

 


